
May 30, 2017 

 

 
Dear Future AP Lit Students, 

 

 If you’re reading this letter because you’ve signed up for an exciting, challenging, 

intellectually transformative class – Advanced Placement English Literature and 

Composition, which is a long, fanciful name for a course that requires a strong, get-

your-hands-dirty work ethic. As I’m sure you already know, the work-load of AP 
Literature will challenge you, sure, but what I think is more important to tell you is the 

work you do will be rewarding.  

If you have an eager and curious mind, and I know you do or you wouldn’t be 

here reading this, this course will help you to develop some heavy-duty literary skills. 

And by skills, I mean a systematic, utilitarian way of reading deeply and analytically, 
the ability to produce clear, elegant, and creative written responses to literature, and a 

cultural awareness of some of the greatest and most famous Literature-with-a-capital-L 

ever written. You will have the opportunity to grow intellectually and emotionally, and 

you will probably be able to answer a few Jeopardy questions along the way, too. It goes 

without saying that I am beyond excited to be teaching this course again next year.  

 But before we get too rapt with excitement and possibility, let’s start with The 
College Board’s vision of AP Lit, yes? Here is an excerpt from the course description. 

You will, of course, get more specific and tailored information on your syllabus in the 

fall.  
 

Introduction:  
An AP English Literature and Composition course engages students in the careful 
reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature. Through the close reading of 
selected texts, students deepen their understanding of the ways writers use 
language to provide both meaning and pleasure for their readers. As they read, 
students consider a work’s structure, style and themes, as well as such smaller-
scale elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism and tone.  
 

Goals:  
The course includes intensive study of representative works from various genres 
and periods, concentrating on works of recognized literary merit…The pieces 
chosen invite and reward rereading and do not, like ephemeral works in such 
popular genres as detective or romance fiction, yield all (or nearly all) of their 
pleasures of thought and feeling the first time through. The AP English Literature 
and Composition Development Committee agrees with Henry David Thoreau that it 
is wisest to read the best books first; the committee also believes that such 
reading should be accompanied by thoughtful discussion and writing about those 
books in the company of one’s fellow students  
 

 In other words, you will do all of the wonderful things you’re imagining doing 

with literature, and I will be your guide. But what you need to know now is that I am 

not the meaning-maker nor am I the person who holds all the cards. You will not use 

pre-thought thoughts as discussion points nor will you use The Internet as a substitute 

for study. I am not interested in cool-offs or intellectual chess. As I tell every class every 
year, I’m another rider on the road. We will be amazed and inspired, enthused and even 

confused by great literature, and we’ll be all that together. My job is to make you better, 

stronger, and even more capable students than you already are.  

 With that said, you have a summer assignment to jumpstart our year together 

that begins officially in August. Take it seriously and show me what you’re working 
with. I can’t wait to see what and how you think.  

 

Have a great summer & Go get your hands dirty,  

 

Mrs. Hilliard 

 
 

**A few notes continued on back… 



 

 

A few other need-to-know notes:  
 

- You’ll need to pick up a copy of this summer’s assigned reading: the novel—A 
Land More Kind Than Home by Wiley Cash, and a collection of poetry—Counting 
Descent by Clint Smith.  

 

o Books-A-Million will have enough copies of these books for you by 

June 24, if not sooner. You MUST ask for these titles at the counter 
and tell them you’re there for Mrs. Hilliard’s AP English class at Spring 

Mills.  

 

- I will not dictate how or when you annotate a book, but you should use all of the 

good reader strategies that you have and be prepared to unpack your reading 

upon your return to school.  
 

- I love Twitter and use it actively to connect with fellow educators and for 

professional learning. I also share what’s happening in my classroom there. Feel 

free to follow me, but to keep it professional and less weird, I won’t follow you 

back until you graduate, an AP Lit rite of passage.   
 

o My handle is @karlahilliard, and I will Tweet all AP Lit related 

announcements, ideas, articles, photos, and reflections to #APLit18. 

 

o I encourage you to share your own thoughts, reactions, and 
questions to your reading and assignment using #APLit18.  

 

- I incorporate social media and tech tools in our classroom to enrich your 

learning opportunities. You are not, in any way, required to be on social media 

for our class, but please understand that technology will play some role in our 

classroom. I believe the correct implementation of technology in the classroom 
enhances learning and communication.  

 

o For example, in the past few years of AP Lit, we have participated in 
Twitter chats with fellow Berkeley Co. students and with students from 

across the country, we have Skyped with author Hillary Jordan, used 

apps such as Flipgrid and Voxer to extend our classroom conversations, 
and utilized the app Kaizena for paper submission and feedback.  

 

- I will keep your handouts updated on www.hilliardsclass.com and blog 

classroom reflections and student work pics monthly.  

 
- Finally, I want you to know that I want you to have a great year in AP 

Literature. It is essential that we work together to build our classroom culture 

and community, and to do this, we must all embrace our differences in opinion 

and ability levels. Respecting me, one another, our classroom, and our time is 

paramount to your success. I will hold each and every one of you to the highest 

standards, and if you have the “want-to” for AP Lit, there’s no text or topic we 
can’t explore. In other words, you must follow my classroom’s golden rules: 

Work hard. Be nice. Please consider these expectations before Day 1. Nothing 

short of them will be tolerated.  

 

 

http://www.hilliardsclass.com/

